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Kannon, the Goddess of Mercy, created by Enku
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It is said that this statue of Kannon was created by Enku,
during his journey around the south Hokkaido.
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In 1666, Enku, a priest from Mino province (present Gifu
prefecture), created some statues with a single “nata”
(Japanese machete) during his journey around the south
Hokkaido. One of them had been enshrined in Gongen-sawa.
Although it was temporarily lost in the forest fire in 1911
l[ater found being burnt black. Now it is enshrined in a
small shrine at a corner of the Hell Valley lookout.
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